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INTRODUCTION 



Ancient Hindu Epics and classic Sanskrit 
Kavyas have an everlasting interest and attraction 
for Indian scholarship and poetic talent Quite m 
our own day, there have been three Telugu metrical 
translations of the Ramayana and at least one of the 
Makabharata which appears to hail on a more ambi- 
tious outfit than that of N ANISTAYA BHATT A and 

TIKKANA SOMAYAJL 

' 

KALIDASA is the most admired and favoured 
among the later classic poets barring the Epic 
writers. Telugu can justly pride itself in about half 
a dozen renderings, if not more, of his Sakuntala* 
Raghuvamsa, Meghasandesa, Kumara Sambhava and 
Ritu Samhara have also within recent years adorned 
the Telugu Muse in multiples. 

Kwnara Sambhava, on which the present 
work is based and modelled, is in some editions 
extending over seventeen cantoes but tradition 
has credited only the first seven or eight with the 
genuineness of the imprimatur of KALIDASA 



a position strengthened by the circumstance that 
ihe commentary of the indefatigable scholiast, 
MALLINADHA, also extends only so far. The theme 
of this composition, as conceived by the great 
master-poet, starts from a combined request of all 
ihe Devas addressed to Bramha, the Creator, for 
a leader and commander of the angelic forces to 
war against and destroy the Titan Tarakasura and 
his hosts. The artistic consummation of the con- 
ception of such a plot may well be achieved and 
perfected by the wedding of the Divine Pair, 
the World-Parents, Parvati and Parameswara, 
-and need not go down to the narration of the 
physical embodiment of the Divine Spirit into a 
.son. The connubial function is pictured in Canto 
VII and even the next Canto may in a view be 
regarded as super-numerary but it may in another 
aspect be tolerated as a harmless appendage to the 
previous one. 

There is reason to hold that Kumar a Sam- 
bhava might have come after JRaghuvamsa and 
fiakuntala. These two latter works begin with 
invocatory and prefatory verses and, by way of 
humility, offer apologies for the great poet's ven- 
ture over them. In Kumar a as in Megha, the sub- 
ject is directly approached without any interven- 
ing expatriations. The fbllowing extracts, among 



VI 

many others, should furnish some suggestive 
internal evidence of parallelism in ideas and diction 
between this work and the other two named 
above : 

Ashtamoorthi Kumara-0. 1 V 57 Sakuntala A 1, V 1 

Thrlmoorthi 2 4 Raghu C 10, V 16 

Kuberaguptam 3 25 Raghu 9, V 25 

Srungena Samsparsa $ ,, 36 Sakuntala A 6, V 17 

Yadha Prasiddhaiah 5 , 3 9 Sakuntala A 1, V 19 

Metaphor of Balakini 7 39 Raghu C 11, V 15 

Veera Prasava ,. 7 87 Sakuntala A 4 

The productions of great poets are so close- 
knit and well-set that it is generally impossible 
to remove a word from its place and find a fitting 
substitute for it. This seems to have been reali- 
sed by the masters themselves For instance,, 
Verses 5 to 15 of Canto VII Raghhvamsa appear 
to have been, more or less, bodily imported into 
Canto VII of Kumara Sambhava and re-numbered 
,as 46 to 56. This argues no weakness or defec- 
;ion In the poet but should largely contribute to 
enhance his reputation. Where a poet has ta 
describe the same thing over again, he may as well 
choose mutatis mutandis to repeat what has been 
already -said in a similar situation rather than try 
to find out new vocabulary for the same idea for 
the new occasion* It is well known that VALMIZI 
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is fond of making such repetitions. So great a 
canonist and purist of the stamp of Bhavabhuti has 
regaled himself in such a repetition in Mahavira 
Charitam and Uttara Rama Chant am when he had 
occasion to introduce a pair of bachelors. The first 
pair consists of Rama and Lakshmana and the 
second, Kusa and Lava, but the same descriptive 
verse was pressed into service for both the sets 
Chuda Chumbita etc., etc. 



The work before us, as mentioned at the outset 
is an adaptation of Kumara Sambhava into melli- 
fluous Telugu prose. It follows the original close 
on its heels, although in deference to the modern 
puritanic disaffection towards personal descriptions, 
minute references to bodily charms and well shaped 
limbs are avoided. The author, Mr. MOCHERLA 
EAMAKBISHNAYYA (Pleader, Nellore), has already 
placed his credentials before the Telugu literary 
world by his Maruthi, Prachanda Bhargavam* 
Atma Bhodha (a free and faithful translation of 
Sankara's philosophical work of the same name), 
Ramana- Ananda Lahari, besides innumerable smaller 
poems composed for special occasions and a events. 
He has rightly chosen the delightful title * GlRIJA 

KALYANAM ' for this work. 
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His admiration for the original was such thai 
when he reached the narrative of the Devas waiting 
on Bramha for the boon of Mahasena, the leader of 
the celestial armies, he suddenly burst into beautiful 
inspired verse. His prose is as chaste as it is deli- 
cious. One may as well say that it reads as racy 
poetry in prose garb. The young author deserves all 
encouragement for further development in his liter- 
ary achievements. 

NELLORE ) . Ty . 

37 r O. Venkata Rangayya. 
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Telugu Board of Studies, 

Madras University* 

"I have looked into it ......... , ...................... 

- v*owsfcO and find it very well written in chaste 

^^ _," 

and flowing style a feature so rare now-a-'days. I 
have no doubt your work will be appreciated by the 
Telugu reading public, 



(2) 
M. R. RY PINGALI LAKSHMIKANTHAM GARU, M. 1, 



Chairman, Telugu Board of Studies, 

Andhra University, Walt air t 
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Senior Telugu Pandit, V. R. College, Nellore; 

Member, Academic Council, 

Andhra University. 
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